Dear Families,

March 26, 2020

Whether your child is an emergent Kindergarten reader or a fluent 5th grade reader, or anything in
between, one of the best things that you can do to support your child during this time of remote
learning is to read with your child on a regular basis. Many of your children had the opportunity to
check out a bunch of library books before leaving the school building, and we sent home “black and
white” books with many of the younger children. Your teachers will also be providing guidance about
books, and are rolling out some digital platforms (Epic or A to Z or Raz Kids) over the course of this
week and next, to help you access a variety of titles for your child. In addition, the Brooklyn Public
Library has many books available for online check out, as well as a wealth of other resources (scroll
down to the bottom of this message for more info from the BPL) and a great resource for identifying
books of interest: https://www.bklynlibrary.org/online-resources/novelistplus-k-8
There are two really valuable ways to read with your child, regardless of their age:
● Reading a chapter book aloud to your child continues to be important, starting in
Kindergarten and continuing through the later elementary and middle school years. In doing
so, you not only expose your child to vocabulary, sophisticated sentence structure and
background knowledge that they may not yet have, but you provide a context for authentic
book discussion, which promotes higher-level comprehension.
● Regular opportunities to read orally are also important for all elementary school children,
regardless of their level or overall reading proficiency. Oral reading promotes good reading
habits by emphasizing accuracy, fluency, comprehension, and metacognitive awareness,
a.k.a. “self-monitoring.”
Some things to look for when your child reads orally:
Accuracy:
● A just-right book for independent reading is one in which a child reads 98% of the
words correctly. If a child is reading a book at 90% accuracy or above, that book may
be appropriate for “instructional reading”--reading with an adult by one’s side.
● Errors may include misreading a word, adding or deleting a word, or reading words
out of order.
● When reading with your child, all errors should be gently corrected: point to the
word or line and say something like, “Take another look at that part,” or “Try that
again.”
● If you find that your child is making lots of errors, read that book to your child, and
choose a different book for them to read independently.
● With books that are still challenging for a child (they are not reading at 98%
accuracy), it is appropriate to support them with the book (provided they are
interested and motivated) and then to have them re-read/practice the book several
times, until they can read it accurately and fluently (see next point).
Fluency: Fluent reading is the link between accurate reading and comprehension. When a
child is reading fluently the reading is:
● Smooth, with phrases in meaningful chunks,
● Expressive, with the tone of voice matching the meaning of the words,

●

●

At an appropriate pace: not too fast or too slow. If a child is reading too slowly, the
sentences are difficult to hold in one’s working memory, and this impairs
comprehension. If a child is reading too quickly, the child may not be actively
processing the meaning of the text.
We often use the shorthand “reading with a storyteller’s voice” as an intuitive way to
explain what fluent reading means. Practicing re-reading a book with a storyteller’s
voice is a great things to do.

Self-monitoring: An important skill for independent reading is the ability to monitor one’s
reading for both accuracy (checking that the words one says are the words that are actually
on the page) and for understanding (does this make sense to me? What questions do I have?
What am I wondering?). If a child is catching and correcting their own errors, or re-reading
with greater/changed expression in their voice, those are indications that your child is
self-monitoring.
Comprehension: W
 hen a child reads accurately and fluently, the pieces are in place for
comprehension. Simple tasks such as asking a child what happened in the book will give
your child opportunities to express their understanding. If a child is not able to clearly
express their reading, re-reading is probably a good idea! Adults do this, often, as well,
particularly whe coming back to a book after a hiatus of when reading something with new
or challenging content.
If you have questions, please write to me on Edsby.
Best,
Vanessa
The Co-op School Elementary School, Literacy Specialist

Virtual Library Programming
While our in-person events are on hold, we're offering virtual programming via
Facebook Live broadcasts, Zoom meetings and streaming videos from our library
branch staff!
Join us online as we host a range of live virtual programming for all ages, including
storytimes, Dungeons & Dragons, video game tournaments and writing workshops,
as well as recorded author talks and musical events. Want to see how much fun our
virtual programming is? You can enjoy s torytime with Jessica and Jack right now.

View the schedule

Virtual Cultural Programming
Every week, BPL Presents will
share recordings of archived
events such as author talks and
lectures, plus concerts and
programs for children. Videos will
be available for 24 hours from the
scheduled start time.

View the schedule

KEEP READING!
Borrow eBooks from BPL
Great news: you can b
 orrow eBooks and audiobooks for free with your
library card! BPL's collection offers over 400,000 books, magazines,
audiobooks and more that you can read on your phone, tablet or computer.
You can also access millions of eBooks and audiobooks for free with your
library card using one of the s everal eReader apps that BPL subscribes to,
including SimplyE and Libby.
To find out if the book you’re looking for is available as an eBook or
audiobook, simply search for it on the BPL Catalog. Happy reading!

Check out eBooks

NEW EPISODE

ONLINE FUN

Borrowed Podcast

Check Out BPL's Blogs!

Social distancing? BPL is here for you.
We've got virtual resources galore to
enrich and entertain patrons of every age.
Learn all about them on the latest
episode of B
 orrowed, the Library's flagship
podcast

Take a news break and read our array of
blogs. B
 klyn Kids has children's books and
activities; B
 rooklynology shares stories
from local archivists; and O
 ff the Shelf i s
your destination for all things b
 ooks.

Listen now

Read now

DIGITAL RESOURCE

DIGITAL RESOURCE

Homeschool Resources

Online Learning

Explore articles, streaming videos and
interactive tools. These resources are for
K–12 students and educators.

Brush up on your French, build a website
with HTML5 and more! These tools will
help you learn critical skills and try new
things.

More info
More info

More Online Resources
BookFlix
Fun for early readers! Kids can watch story videos, read books and play word puzzles.
Lynda.com
Video courses to help you learn business, technology, software and creative skills.
Opposing Viewpoints
This resource covers today's social issues, from offshore drilling to climate change.
Kids InfoBits
Engaging educational content designed for children in grades K–5.
Mango Languages
Learn a new language or improve your current skills.
BPL's Digital Collections
Discover local history! Explore our collection of digitized Brooklyn content.

BPL's Online Learning Resources

Get a BPL eCard
Did you know? New York State
residents who don't have a BPL
card and want to access our eBook
collection can apply for an eCard.

More info

